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THE BOOK 

A golden retriever narrates a hilarious, heart-tugging tale of a dog and 
his humans as he tries to keep his family together while everything 
around them falls apart. Ever since Cosmo became a big brother to 
Max ten years ago, he's known what his job was: to protect his boy 
and make him happy. Through many good years marked by tennis 
balls and pilfered turkey, torn-up toilet paper and fragrant goose 
poop, Cosmo has doggedly kept his vow. Until recently, his biggest 
problems were the evil tutu-wearing sheepdog he met on Halloween 
and the arthritis in his own joints. But now, with Dad-scented blankets 
appearing on the couch and arguing voices getting louder, Cosmo 
senses a tougher challenge ahead. When Max gets a crazy idea to 
teach them both a dance routine for a contest, how can Cosmo 
refuse, stiff hips or no? Max wants to remind his folks of all the great 
times they've had together dancing -- and make them forget about 
the "d" word that's making them all cry. Told in the open, optimistic, 
unintentionally humorous voice of a golden retriever, I, Cosmo will 
grab readers from the first page -- and remind them that love and 
loyalty transcend whatever life throws your way. 
 
WHY WE CHOSE THIS BOOK 

This is a delightful tale narrated by the aging Cosmo, the 13 year old 
family golden retriever. Solely through his eyes we see how he relates 
to his family and his fierce and undying loyalty. From the opening 
page when we see Cosmo dressed for Halloween, this year 
begrudgingly as a turtle, we hilariously at times, and poignantly at 
times, see life the way Cosmo sees it. Cosmo can feel the tension in 
the air between Max’s parents and will do anything to help the 
humans that he loves. What is lovely about this book is that while 
Cosmo’s narration doesn’t sugar coat the very real impact that a 
looming divorce or separation can have on all family members, it does 
show that families can work through new arrangements. There are 
some fabulous moments as Cosmo tries so very hard to be the best 
trained dancing dog that he can be. What really appealed to us are 
Cosmo’s observations on the neigbourhood and life in general - he has 
some pearls of wisdom to share. 
 
Suitable for 8+ animals, dogs, siblings, family, separation, divorce, 
dancing dogs, dog training 
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