
RIVERBEND STANDING ORDERS 
 
 

 
OCTOBER SELECTIONS 2019 | SECONDARY FICTION 

 

 

THE BOOK 

Remember daughter, the world is a lot bigger than anyone knows. There 
are things that science may never explain. Maybe some things that 
shouldn't be explained.  

Stacey and Laney are twins - mirror images of each other - and yet they're 
as different as the sun and moon. Stacey works hard at school, determined 
to get out of their small town. Laney skips school and sneaks out of the 
house to meet her boyfriend. But when Laney disappears one night, 
Stacey can't believe she's just run off without telling her. As the days pass 
and Laney doesn't return, Stacey starts dreaming of her twin. The dreams 
are dark and terrifying, difficult to understand and hard to shake, but at 
least they tell Stacey one key thing - Laney is alive. It's hard for Stacey to 
know what's real and what's imagined and even harder to know who to 
trust. All she knows for sure is that Laney needs her help. Stacey is the 
only one who can find her sister. Will she find her in time? 

WHY WE CHOSE THIS BOOK 

For this YA novel, Ghost Bird, Lisa Fuller received the David Unaipon Award 
for an Unpublished Indigenous Writer in 2017. This novel really pulls some 
punches. The reader is drawn into this story, simultaneously dreading what 
might have happened to Laney, Stacey’s twin sister who has mysteriously 
gone missing whilst urging her sister to find her. There is someone who can 
help find Laney, but it means involving the Millers, the family who have been 
feuding for decades, and ignoring the commands of her elder family 
members to stay home and let them find Laney. Stacey has a special 
connection to Laney and through her dreams knows what is happening to 
her. Although readers at times may have some difficulties deciphering what 
is reality and what is supernatural, Fuller has created a rich and expressive 
tale that will keep you on the edge of your seat until its climax. Explicit 
language and some violence make this more suitable for older readers. 

Suitable for 15+ 

Themes: Aboriginal Customs and Beliefs, Sisters, Twins, Relationships, 
Courage, Racism, Colonisation, Friendship, stereotypes, Queensland history 

Teacher’s notes: http://www.uqp.uq.edu.au/store/images/Hi-
RES/teachersnotes/1517/4242.pdf 
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