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THE BOOK 

The sequel to the International Number One Bestseller The Tattooist of 
Auschwitz, based on a true story of love and resilience.  

In 1942 Cilka is just sixteen years old when she is taken to Auschwitz-
Birkenau Concentration Camp. The Commandant at Birkenau, 
Schwarzhuber, notices her long beautiful hair, and forces her separation 
from the other women prisoners. Cilka learns quickly that power, even 
unwillingly given, equals survival. After liberation, Cilka is charged as a 
collaborator for sleeping with the enemy and sent to a desolate, brutal 
prison camp in Siberia known as Vorkuta, inside the Arctic Circle.  

Innocent and imprisoned once again, Cilka faces challenges both new and 
horribly familiar. When she makes an impression on a female doctor, Cilka 
is taken under her wing and begins to tend to the ill in the camp, 
struggling to care for them under unimaginable conditions. Cilka finds 
endless resources within herself as she confronts death and faces terror, 
each day a battle for survival. And when she nurses a man called 
Aleksandr, Cilka finds that despite everything that has happened to her, 
there is room in her heart for love.  

Based on what is known of Cilka’s time in Auschwitz, and on the 
experience of women in Siberian prison camps, Cilka’s Journey is the 
breathtaking sequel to The Tattooist of Auschwitz. A powerful testament 
to the triumph of the human will in adversity, Cilka’s Journey will make 
you weep, but it will also leave you with the remarkable story of one 
woman’s fierce determination to survive, against all odds.  

'She was the bravest person I ever met' - Lale Sokolov, The Tattooist of 
Auschwitz 

WHY WE CHOSE THIS BOOK 

Many readers were taken with the story of the young woman Cilka in The 
Tattooist of Auschwitz and eager to learn more about her fate. Although 
Cilka is no longer alive, Morris interviewed family members to find out 
what actually happened to the real Cilka. Of course, this is a work of fiction 
and names and facts have been changed to suit Morris’ narrative. I 
actually felt more engaged with this story than its companion title. 
Although it certainly helps to have read Lale’s story, Cilka’s Journey can 
easily be read as a standalone. What was most interesting about this story 
is that there are many personal stories that we read about that come out 
of the Holocaust but there is remarkably less fiction written in English 
about the Russian gulag system. This book is a fascinating account of one 
girl’s remarkable ability to survive under the most horrific circumstances. 
While Morris alludes to the horrors that the girls face in both camps the 
descriptions are informative but not gratuitous. References to rape, 
atrocities and abuse make this a novel suitable to be read by mature and 
older readers. 
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