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THE BOOK 

Revisiting once again the world of Raymie Nightingale, two-time Newbery 
Medalist Kate DiCamillo turns her focus to the tough-talking, inescapably 
tenderhearted Beverly. Beverly put her foot down on the gas. They went 
faster still. Beverly Tapinski has run away from home plenty of times, but 
that was when she was just a kid. By now, she figures, it's not running 
away. It's leaving. Determined to make it on her own, Beverly finds a job 
and a place to live and tries to forget about her dog, Buddy, now buried 
underneath the orange trees back home; her friend Raymie, whom she left 
without a word; and her mom, Rhonda, who has never cared about anyone 
but herself. Beverly doesn't want to depend on anyone, and she definitely 
doesn't want anyone to depend on her. But despite her best efforts, she 
can't help forming connections with the people around her - and gradually, 
she learns to see herself through their eyes. In a touching, funny, and 
fearless conclusion to her sequence of novels about the beloved Three 
Rancheros, #1 New York Times best-selling author Kate DiCamillo tells the 
story of a character who will break your heart and put it back together 
again. 
 
WHY WE CHOSE THIS BOOK 

This is book 3 in Kate DiCamillo’s series of the Three Rancheros although 
each book is a standalone novel. For those who have read Raymie 
Nightingale and Louisiana’s Way Home they will have been waiting to see 
what happened to Beverly. Beverly really has had a neglected home life 
and her sadness and despair is obvious from page 1. At the beginning of the 
book Beverly has just buried her beloved dog and runs away from home. In 
her travels she finds a job, a home and manages to find people who will 
care about her. In true DiCamillo form we are introduced to a cast of 
eccentric and quirky characters. This novel is a little different from the 
other two in the series in that the girls are now older and aged 14. It is four 
years after the events of Raymie Nightingale so of course the interests and 
concerns of the main characters have also matured. The writing is what we 
expect of Kate DiCamillo - spare yet evocative. While some of the events 
and circumstances are far-fetched DiCamillo’s skill in writing makes you 
believe that the story could be true. 
 
Suitable for 10+ - ageing, neglect, family, animals, friendship, consumerism, 
home, some mild romance, friendship 
Teacher Notes: https://tra-

resources.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/entries/document/3840/Beverly_Right_Here_Teac
her_s_Notes.pdf 
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