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THE BOOK 

"Perfect for mature high school students who love John Green and Jesse 
Andrews." -- School Library Journal.  

In this coming-of-age debut from Tyler James Smith, a seventeen-year-old 
boy has one week in the aftermath of a disastrous prank to prove to the 
authorities, and to himself, that he's not a worthless jerk who belongs in 
jail. Moses and his cousin Charlie were best friends, wisecracking 
pranksters, unstoppable forces of teenage energy--until the night they 
became accidental arsonists and set in motion a chain of events that left 
Moses alone, guilt-stricken, and most likely trapped in his dead-end town. 
Then Moses gets a lucky break: the chance to volunteer as a camp 
counsellor for a week and prove that the incident at the bowling alley 
should be expunged from his record. And since a criminal record and 
enrolment at Duke are mutually exclusive, he's determined to get through 
his community service and get on with his life. But tragedy seems to follow 
him wherever he goes, and this time, it might just stop him in his tracks. 

WHY WE CHOSE THIS BOOK 

There are some very funny and uncomfortable moments in this story which 
taps into the risky behaviours of “invincible” teens that have disastrous and 
life changing consequences. Moses is generally despised in his hometown in 
Illinois, blamed for the incident of the burning down of the local bowling 
alley that saw Charlie, his cousin and best friend, shot by the police. His 
punishment, rather than jail time, is to be a “buddy” to a group of 8-11-year 
olds. No one at this camp knows of Moses’ past so it is a chance for him to 
reinvent himself and start afresh. But Moses has a talent for trouble and 
when he shirks his duty and a child goes missing, he realises that he is 
lacking in some basic awareness and has to change some of his behaviours 
for good! The addition of footnotes throughout in which Moses adds some 
facts of the backstory add to the reading experience as Moses narrates back 
and forth from past events to the present day. This is a fascinating coming of 
age story of boy who is struggling to find his place in this world after making 
an error of judgement. It is about guilt, regret, shame and ultimately 
forgiveness written with humour and sensitivity. 
 
Suitable for 15+ - sexual references, swearing, gun violence, bullying, 
animal cruelty. 
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