
 
RIVERBEND STANDING ORDERS 

 
 

            SEPTEMBER SELECTIONS 2019 | MIDDLE FICTION 
 

 

THE BOOK 

Adventurer Tim Cope had a childhood dream: to travel the 10,000 
kilometres from Mongolia to Hungary on horseback - a journey 
undertaken by the legendary leader of the Mongols, Genghis Khan. Tim 
made this epic journey - across the windswept wilderness and wolf-
infested plateaux of Mongolia and Kazakhstan - with his dog Tigon. This 
three-and-a-half-year odyssey took Tim to both physical and emotional 
extremes. He immersed himself in the traditions and histories of the 
people of the steppe, who welcomed him and Tigon into their homes, 
marvelling at their ingenuity and resilience, and the nomadic lifestyle they 
have followed since the Mongols first travelled there in the thirteenth 
century. He endured unbelievable loneliness, hardship, isolation and 
climatic harshness. His journey is completely compelling and unique and 
resonates with the pioneering spirit of the explorers of old. Above all, this 
is the story of an extraordinary friendship between Tim and Tigon. 

WHY WE CHOSE THIS BOOK 

There have been a number of adult biographies that have been condensed 
into young reader’s editions which is really great to see. These editions take 
the best elements of the adult story and delete some of the unnecessary 
detail to make them more accessible to younger audiences. The adult story 
On the Trail of Genghis Khan was an epic story of an unbelievable journey 
and it is pleasing to see it retold in this format. Tim & Tigon is an 
inspirational story of true adventure and danger. It is a story to inspire 
young readers to not give up on their dreams, have courage when they 
believe they have none and have faith in themselves. It is also about the 
powerful relationships that exist between humans and their canine friends. 
Cope has a natural story telling style that transports the reader to exotic 
locations. 
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