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THE BOOK 

I just wanted to see you. Before the end. 

A taut psychological thriller about obsession, fame and betrayal, for fans 
of Black Mirror. Cat is in love. Always the sensible one, she can’t believe 
that she’s actually dating, not to mention dating a star. But the fandom 
can’t know. They would eat her alive. And first at the buffet would 
definitely be her best friend, Evie. Amy uses Heartstream, a social media 
app that allows others to feel your emotions. She broadcasted every 
moment of her mother’s degenerative illness, and her grief following her 
death. It’s the realest, rawest reality TV imaginable. But on the day of 
Amy’s mother’s funeral, Amy finds a strange woman in her kitchen. She’s 
rigged herself and the house with explosives – and she’s been waiting to 
talk to Amy for a long time. Who is she? A crazed fan? What does she 
want? Amy and Cat are about to discover how far true obsession can go. 

WHY WE CHOSE THIS BOOK 

You can always rely on Tom Pollock to push the boundaries with his YA 
writing and this story is no exception. Told in dual narratives in the future it 
tells the stories of Cat and Amy. Cat is a fan of a boy band who has an 
incredibly large following on social media. The group has a fanatic fan base 
who are obsessed with the idea that Rick and his fellow bandmate are a 
couple. The fan base is dangerous and unforgiving and Cat knows secrets 
about Rick that would endanger her if revealed. Meanwhile, the story 
follows Amy on the day of her Mum’s funeral where she is streaming all her 
raw emotions through a Heartstream app out to thousands of her follows. 
Pollock reveals through a myriad of comments and incidents the dangers of 
sharing intimate thoughts and feelings on social media and how it impacts 
the mental health of individuals. It is a damning account of what happens 
when individuals slavishly follow Instagram influencers and bloggers without 
realising that behind the app is a real person. You will be kept wondering 
and guessing the entire time you read this about the interconnectedness of 
the plots - there’s a plot twist that I didn’t anticipate. This is a thrilling read. 
  
Suitable for 15+ - swearing, some mild sexual content, some violence, 
social media, groupie obsession 
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