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THE BOOK 

In a town surrounded by deadly mist, and filled with oddities, two 
young siblings become orphans. And that's the best thing that's 
happened to them all day. Howard Howard was a Wrecker (a brute 
and bully by profession) who was brutal and bullish to his children - 
Aubrey and Aubrey's Sister. Howard Howard deserved to be turned 
into mince, and thanks to a mysterious duo called The Grinders, that's 
exactly what happened to Howard Howard. Hunted by the police and 
their father's gang of Wreckers, the siblings find some new friends to 
help keep them safe- a talented burglar named Charlie (who has no 
bones, but a great moustache) and a sword-wielding assassin named 
Calo (who has a sword, duh.) In a town already revelling in its own 
chaos and with new dangers around every corner, Aubrey's Sister and 
Aubrey stumble into a world of secrets, myths and monsters. 
 
WHY WE CHOSE THIS BOOK 

The Little Town of Marrowville is a dark, quirky, fantastical, horror 
story which will appeal to readers of Roald Dahl. The first novel from 
John Robertson, an award-winning stand-up comedian, it is funny and 
shocking. It is the story of protagonists ten-year-old boy Aubrey, and 
his fourteen-year-old sister who doesn’t have a name as their dreadful 
father Howard Howard, a man with six fingers on each hand, refused 
to name her. The sentences are short and snappy but evocative and 
hilarious. Howard Howard meets his demise early on in the story 
thanks to the efforts of our protagonists and some equally shady local 
inhabitants. This is one strange town and its inhabitants are 
frightening and insane. Artwork from Louis Ghibault adds to the 
quirkiness of this story. It’s an excellent introduction to black Gothic 
humour for children. We are looking forward to reading the sequel. 
 
Suitable for 10+ murder, mayhem, bodily functions, orphans, cruel 
parents, evil 
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