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THE BOOK 

Told over the course of the ten rounds of his first fight, this is the story of 
amateur boxer Sunny. A seventeen-year-old feeling isolated and 
disconnected in the city he's just moved to, Sunny joins a boxing club to 
learn to protect himself after a racist attack. He finds the community he's 
been desperately seeking at the club, and a mentor in trainer Shobu, who 
helps him find his place in the world. But racial tensions are rising in the 
city, and when a Far-Right march through Bristol turns violent, Sunny is 
faced with losing his new best friend Keir to radicalisation. 

A gripping, life-affirming YA novel about friendship, radicalisation and 
finding where you belong. 

WHY WE CHOSE THIS BOOK 

This second YA novel from UK author Nikesh Shukla stems from the author’s 
own experience of a racist incident on the last train home to Bristol. He 
tweeted “Shook by the incident and how easily things can go wrong, I 
thought about why I didn't just get up and move carriages, why I shrank. I 
wanted to own space. And also learn to defend myself.” This led the author 
to boxing classes and to writing The Boxer. His main character Sunny reflects 
this experience. Already feeling dislocated in his new community after he 
has moved with his mother from his family home in London to Bristol to be 
near his terminally ill father, Sunny is the victim of a racially motivated 
attack that leaves him physically and mentally scarred. An encounter with a 
friendly taxi driver leads him to a boxing community where he learns not 
only how to defend himself but also some lessons about strength and 
friendship. The story evolves over the course of ten chapters, contrasting 
the ten rounds of the match between Sunny and his former friend Keir, and 
through flashbacks of the events that led them to this point. Through the 
flashbacks the reader sees through Sunny’s eyes his frustration at his father, 
his humiliation at his perceived weaknesses, his preconceived ideas of 
boxing and his horror at the far-right radicalisation of his friend. This is a 
very powerful story about a very topical issue of race relations and the rise 
of far-right conservatism and violence. It is also an affirming story of a young 
boy discovering his own strengths and ultimately discovering what is worth 
fighting for in life. Highly recommended. 
 
Suitable for 15+ racially motivated violence, boxing, strategy, family, 
friendship, courage, moral decisions, identity, self-esteem 
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