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THE BOOK 

In a very fine house, on a very grand street, Lived the tiniest mouse 
you could possibly meet. The youngest of twelve, he was timid and 
slight, But he was always, ALWAYS very polite. When tiny Horatio 
Squeak is invited to a mysterious party at the top of the stairs, he 
finds himself in the unexpected company of kittens with dreadfully 
bright teeth and dreadfully sharp claws. Despite their intimidating 
appearance, the kittens are welcoming hosts who seem to enjoy 
Horatio's company. But when they spot a bird in the window, they 
cannot resist the urge to catch it. As Horatio watches on with horror, 
he finds the courage to speak out and save the scared bird. With his 
newfound bravery, Horatio returns home feeling stronger and not 
nearly so small. 
 
WHY WE CHOSE THIS BOOK 

There is a delightfully nostalgic feel to this heart-warming story of 
little Horatio Squeak. The slightly anxious and small mouse Horatio is 
invited to a party at the top of the attic stairs. Although he is reluctant 
to attend his mother encourages him and sends him with a thimble of 
cake crumbs. Readers themselves have serious misgivings about the 
adventure when they realise that the party is actually held at the 
home of a family of cats. The three kittens enjoy playing with Horatio 
immensely and he also enjoys their company. When Horatio sees that 
their play has turned quite nasty, when the kittens grab a little red 
robin and begin to torment it, he tells his new friends, quite politely, 
to stop what they are doing. When they listen to him and free the bird 
Horatio feels proud of himself and discovers his own strength of 
character. The gouache and pencil illustrations are delightful and a 
perfect match for the rhythmical and rhyming text. This is a perfect 
read aloud book. 
 
Suitable for 5+  
 
http://classroom.walkerbooks.com.au/home/wp-
content/uploads/2019/07/Horatio-Squeak-Classroom-Ideas.pdf 
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