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THE BOOK 

A teen boy's world gets turned upside-down when a zoo of exotic animals 
takes over his small town in this wickedly funny, heartbreakingly honest 
novel that's perfect for fans of David Arnold. In Makersville, Indiana, 
people know all about Ronney--he's from that mixed-race family with the 
dad who tried to kill himself, the pill-popping mom, and the genius kid 
sister. If having a family like that wasn't bad enough, the local eccentric at 
the edge of town decided one night to open up all the cages of his exotic 
zoo--lions, cheetahs, tigers--and then shoot himself dead. Go figure. Even 
more proof that you can't trust adults to do the right thing. Overnight, 
news crews, gun control supporters, and gun rights advocates descend on 
Makersville, bringing around-the-clock news coverage, rallies, and anti-
rallies with them. With his parents checked out, Ronney is left tending to 
his sister's mounting fears of roaming lions, stopping his best friend from 
going on a suburban safari, and shaking loose a lonely boy who follows 
Ronney wherever he goes. Can Ronney figure out a way to hold it together 
as all his worlds fall apart? From acclaimed author Crystal Chan comes an 
incisive tale of love, loyalty, and the great leaps we take to protect the 
people and places we love most.  

WHY WE CHOSE THIS BOOK 

Nothing very much happens in Makersville, Indiana until the day that the 
local eccentric zoo owner releases the animals, including a lion, cheetah, 
tiger, camel, hyena and snake, and then takes his own life. The town’s 
inhabitants are caught up in a state of fear and excitement. With chaos 
ensuing it is one more thing for Ronny, the main narrator, to deal with. 15-
year-old Ronny is a complex and nuanced character and we really feel for his 
pain. Ronny is the glue that is keeping his family together – he cares for the 
needs of his clever but sensitive younger sister as they are ignored by a 
mother who is addicted to prescription drugs and his father is clinically 
depressed. His rage is barely contained, and he pours his anger into fixing up 
and repairing his family’s house while he skips school and ignores the fact 
that his two best friends have become a couple without telling him the 
news. As tensions increase as the hungry animals start searching for food 
the town divides into pro-gun and anti-gun loyalties. Add to the mix a lonely 
ten-year-old boy who attaches himself to Ronny and asks for Ronny to help 
him and life is becoming complicated. In this quirky coming of age readers 
will realise that sometimes something dramatic must happen for change to 
take place. There are some genuinely funny moments in this book and 
Ronny is one of the best male characters we have read about in a long time. 
Readers along with Ronny will ask the question: How hard is it to find a lost 
camel? 
 
Suitable for 15+ bi-racial families, gun violence, exotic animals, child 
emotional abandonment and neglect, family violence, mental health 
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