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THE BOOK 

When a Manly school sets out to bring a country class to the city for a 
beach visit, three very different kids find each other and themselves. 
Noah is fearless in the surf. Being at the beach makes him feel free. So 
where does his courage go when his best mate pushes him around? 
Lottie loves collecting facts about bugs, but she wishes her dad would 
stop filling their lonely house with junk. She doesn't know what to do 
about it. Jack wants to be a cricket star, but first he has to get to 
school and look after his little sister. Especially if he wants to go on 
the class trip and see the ocean for the first time. 
 
WHY WE CHOSE THIS BOOK 

Pip Harry is the writer of three YA novels, and this is her first time 
writing for a younger age group and her first time writing in free 
verse. The spare style of verse novels works so well for this younger 
age group and The Little Wave is an excellent example of how to use 
imagery and emotion in a condensed format. We really loved this 
contemporary book about courage, family, grief and new beginnings. 
The contrast between life in a big city and life in a country town is one 
that will resonate with children and adults. The children in the story 
each have their challenges, regardless of where they live, and themes 
of friendship, difference and community are explored. The issue of 
bullying and unbalanced friendships is particularly well addressed 
without being preachy. There is a great deal to recommend in this 
little book and we hope to see Pip Harry write many more in this style. 
 
Suitable for 7+ - rural schools and communities, family struggles, grief, 
bullying, hoarding, second chances, the surf, lifesaving 
 
Teacher Notes: https://www.pipharry.com/books-2 
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