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THE BOOK 

Nobody visits Eerie-on-Sea in the winter. Especially not when darkness 
falls and the wind howls around Maw Rocks and the wreck of the 
battleship Leviathan, where even now some swear they have seen the 
unctuous Malamander creep… Herbert Lemon, Lost-and-Founder at the 
Grand Nautilus Hotel, knows that returning lost things to their rightful 
owners is not easy – especially when the lost thing is not a thing at all, 
but a girl. No one knows what happened to Violet Parma's parents 
twelve years ago, and when she engages Herbie to help her find them, 
the pair discover that their disappearance might have something to do 
with the legendary sea-monster, the Malamander. Eerie-on-Sea has 
always been a mysteriously chilling place where strange stories seem to 
wash up. And it just got stranger… 
 
WHY WE CHOSE THIS BOOK 

This is a delightfully quirky novel, the first in a trilogy, with the most 
wonderful use of language. It will appeal to readers who love the 
challenge of an old-fashioned style mystery.  Set in the appropriately 
named “Eerie-on-Sea” the reader will encounter a whole cast of eclectic 
and unusual characters all trying to solve the mystery of the legend of 
the Malamander. This is a community haunted by secret encounters with 
the mysterious creature. The story is told through the narration of 
Herbie Lemon, the young boy who is employed as the “Lost and 
Founder” at the Grand Nautilus Hotel. The action begins when the 
orphaned Violet Parma turns up at the hotel enlisting Herbie’s help to 
locate her missing parents. It soon appears that their mysterious 
disappearance is tied in with the Malamander and everyone in this town 
has secrets and their own agenda to follow. A talking cat, suspicious 
adults, a bearded sailor with a hook for a hand, and a book dispensing 
mermonkey make for an exciting and dramatic adventure. We can’t wait 
for book 2 to further follow the adventures of Herbie and Violet. 
 
Suitable for 8+, abandoned children, ghosts, fantasy, magical sea 
creatures, mystery, secrets 
 
Book trailer: https://youtu.be/rGkhnNLxQ5E 
Teacher notes: 
http://www.walker.co.uk/UserFiles/file/Malamander_Teacher's%20Not
es.pdf 
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