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THE BOOK 

When Brigadier James Phelan returns from Afghanistan with the body of a 
young soldier killed under his command, he is traumatised by the tragedy. 
An encounter with young Sydney tattoo artist Kira leaves him with a 
permanent tribute to the soldier, and it is a meeting that will change the 
course of his life. What he isn’t expecting on his homecoming is a campaign 
of retribution from the soldiers who blame him for the ambush and threaten 
his career. With his marriage also on the brink, his life spirals out of control.  

Years later, Phelan is surprised when Kira re-enters his life seeking refuge 
from her own troubles and with a young son in tow. She finds a way to help 
him make peace with his past, but she is still on the run from her own. 
The War Artist is a timely and compelling novel about the legacy of war, 
the power of art and the possibility of atonement. 

WHY WE CHOSE THIS BOOK 

You may already know local Brisbane author Simon Cleary for his 
previously acclaimed novels The Comfort of Figs and Closer to Stone. His 
latest novel is set in the aftermath of a soldier’s homecoming from the war 
in Afghanistan. It is difficult for the average citizen to be able to 
comprehend the trauma and disconnect felt by those who have returned 
from war. While we celebrate and remember soldiers who fought long 
ago, how much do we know and understand about those who have only 
very recently been on the front lines? The War Artist interrogates the 
human cost of war – for families and communities as well as for soldiers – 
and explores journeys of healing from trauma. 
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