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THE BOOK 

A memorable collection of weather sayings beautifully 
arranged in story form and illustrated by renowned paper 
artist Elly MacKay. Red sky at night, sailor's delight. And, the 
next morning, when the dew is on the grass, no rain will 
come to pass. These are the perfect conditions for a 
grandfather to take his grandchildren out on a fishing trip. 
Especially since, as the saying goes, when the wind is from 
the West, then the fishes bite the best. The family takes a boat 
out on the lake, fishing and swimming and eventually 
camping out on a nearby island, taking full advantage of the 
gorgeous weather. But the next day . . . red sky in the 
morning, sailors take warning. The family ventures back 
home just in time to avoid a rainstorm. But not to worry -- 
the more rain, the more rest. Fair weather's not always best. 
 
WHY WE CHOSE THIS BOOK 

The illustrations by Elly MacKay are stunning and 
appreciated even more so when you learn that her drawings 
are miniature worlds from cut-paper created inside a paper 
theatre. Her cut-out drawings are placed in dioramas, lit and 
photographed giving a three-dimensional theatrical effect 
to the page.  Paired with traditional folk aphorisms about 
the weather the narrative follows a boy and a girl and an 
older adult (presumably a grandfather) as they go sailing, 
fishing, relaxing and camping and head home as a storm is 
on its way. Children will enjoy hearing the weather sayings 
but it will also have appeal to adults who may remember 
grandparents or significant adults in their lives saying these 
proverbs. Elly Mackay describes it as a “book for cloud 
watchers, adventure seekers, tea drinkers and nature 
lovers”. 

 

To see how the artwork is created: 
https://www.theaterclouds.com/process 
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