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THE BOOK 

A powerful and moving story about true mateship. "The 
simple story-telling combines with stunning images to 
honour the service and contribution of Australian veterans, 
and Aboriginal soldiers."   "Dreaming Soldiers" weaves tales of 
childhood adventures and battlefield challenges with gentle 
Dreaming themes. This is a touching friendship story about 
Jimmy and Johnno, two young Australian boys in the 1900s; 
mates who do everything together, sharing adventures and 
growing up side by side in the dusty cattle yards of an 
Outback South Australian station and later on the muddy 
WWI battlefields of the Western Front. 
 

WHY WE CHOSE THIS BOOK 

When we first saw this book, we thought there was 
something very moving and poignant about the way the 
friendship between Jimmy and Johnno is represented. This 
is a part of our history that needs to be remembered to 
honour the service of Indigenous soldiers who although 
able to fight for their country were not recognised at the 
time as having the same rights as other Australians.  The 
story begins with Jimmy and Johnno growing up together 
on an Outback South Australian station and their innocent 
carefree days. Even when their paths divide when Johnno is 
sent away, first to school and then to university, their 
friendship stays true, although Jimmy is subjected to 
racism. Although the war is hard and fierce for the first time 
Jimmy is treated the same as everyone else and the pair of 
young men look out for one another. This will be a valuable 
addition to a school’s collection of stories about World War 
I. 

Suitable for 6+ - Indigenous history, World War I, outback 
Australia, racism, friendship. 

Teaching notes: http://www.bigskypublishing.com.au/wp-
content/uploads/2017/10/Dreaming-Soldiers-Catherine-
Bauer-Illo.-Shane-McGrath-Teachers-Notes-
BIGSKYPUB.pdf 

Dreaming Soldiers 
By: Catherine Bauer 
Illustrated by: Shane 
McGrath 
Published by: Big Sky 
Publishing 
ISBN: 9781925675535 
Price: $24.99 

 


