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THE BOOK 

A colourful rhyming picture book story about a brilliant 
friendship between two very different animals, by bestselling 
author-illustrator Emily Gravett. Cyril is the only squirrel in 
Lake Park, and he's very lonely. Until one day he meets Pat - 
the big, grey......other squirrel. Cyril and Pat have lots of 
adventures and fun together and Cyril is so pleased he's made 
a friend. But everyone is adamant that Cyril and Pat simply 
cannot be friends, and they soon reveal why: Pat, as the 
reader has known all along, is actually a RAT! But Cyril's life 
turns out to be a lot duller and quite a bit scarier without Pat 
by his side, and in the end the two friends learn that some 
things are more important than being the same, or listening 
to others. Rich and colourful, Cyril and Pat is a wonderful 
rhyming romp through the park from the CILIP Kate 
Greenaway Medal-winning Emily Gravett.  
 
WHY WE CHOSE THIS BOOK 

We adore award winning writer and illustrator Emily 
Gravett’s books with her precise but magical illustrations. 
Cyril (the squirrel) is lonely and delighted when he befriends 
Pat (the rat) and he believes he isn’t the only squirrel in Lake 
Park. The two friends have a wonderful time together and 
become firm friends. It is only when others tell Cyril that Pat 
is indeed a rat and that he can’t be friends with him that he 
drives Pat away. What is exceptional about this picture book 
is the gentle non-preachy way that Emily explores the 
concept that children (and Cyril) are naturally open and 
accepting of others’ differences and that prejudice and 
bigotry are learnt behaviours. Luckily, Cyril realises that Pat 
is his true friend. Highly recommended as a discussion point 
with children about difference, inclusion and friendships. 

 

Downloadable activities: 
https://www.emilygravett.com/books/cyril-and-pat 
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