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THE BOOK 

When the tsunami strikes the Japanese seaside town of Omori-
wan, the effects are utterly devastating. Three years later, much 
of what happened on that day is still a mystery. As Hotaka sets 
about convincing local performers to appear at the town's 
upcoming Memorial Concert, he finds himself increasingly 
haunted by memories of best friend, Takeshi, who perished 
without trace in the tsunami. Then his friend Sakura becomes 
involved in an anti-seawall movement, and all too quickly the 
protest gets serious. As the town and its people struggle to 
rebuild their lives, can Hotaka piece together what happened that 
day - and let go of the past? 

 

WHY WE CHOSE THIS BOOK 

Allen & Unwin have created another valuable series with these 
Natural Disaster Zones ‘Through My Eyes’ collection. John 
Heffernan’s offering, set in Japan dealing with the 2011 tsunami is 
absorbing and enlightening. He depicts brave and resourceful 
young adults and offers a dismaying dismantling of the Japanese 
culture by all too familiar threats—corporate greed, nepotism, and 
endless bureaucracy. Hotaka’s story is filled with sadness. 
Heffernan does not shy away from the reality of his suffering and 
trauma from death, but he also does not dwell on exposition either. 
He instead allows the story to unfold organically, so at times, the 
reader needs patience. The introduction of Sakura brings Hokata a 
growing realisation of matters outside his personal grief, and his 
subsequent development, and the small but important victories for 
their home town, are satisfying and hopeful. There is a great deal of 
support material which encourages teachers’ use of these books in 
classrooms, including author’s notes, a timeline, glossary, and 
websites for further information at the end of the book, and 
teaching notes on the website. 
  
Suitable for 10+: scenes of destruction of lives and property, 
reference to death of minor characters. 
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